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Vision and Mission
Vision
Every student in the California education system is provided with an equal, free, safe, and high-quality education. Learning is exciting, interesting, and relevant for students, and real-world applications of curriculum are evident in classes. Students are empowered by their learning and are able to make responsible decisions and constructively contribute to society. The student voice is respected and welcomed throughout California policymaking. California’s K-12 education system is a model for the nation and world and molds able citizens prepared for the modern workforce.
Mission
The mission of the California Association of Student Councils is to develop the leadership skills of youth to facilitate the operation of student governments in elementary, middle and high schools and colleges, to enhance the effectiveness of adult advisors and to provide leadership training to schools and other organizations in California. CASC serves as an advocate for youth, provides a channel for the expression of student views and empowers youth to take action. 

Standardized Testing

Standardized tests should effectively assess the overall quality of students’ education. Therefore,


CASC Supports:								

· Creating and implementing a Standardized Testing Advisory Council to evaluate the design and administration of the tests.
· Establishing a non-monetary rewards system as an incentive for students to do their best in standardized testing.
·  Directing the state test providers to send teachers the individual results of each of their students from previous years.
· Creating and distributing informational pamphlets to parents and teachers, and students to emphasize the importance of the exams to students.
· Legislation to create auxiliary programs for the California High School Exit Exam.
· Developing subject-level exams for middle school.
· Seeking parent, teacher, and student input to develop standardized tests. 
· Developing tests in different languages. 
· Consulting with University of California and California State University regents to create merit-based fee waivers for applications based on students’ standardized test performance. 






Student Involvement

Students, as stakeholders in education have unique insight into education and programs at the school and district level. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Establishing student budget input programs at the district and school level as well as training programs for student on budget advisory councils. 
· Establishing positions for students on local district boards and committees so that student views can be heard.
· Establishing standards for informing students of upcoming policy decisions that affect them.
· Mandating that schools and school districts provide simple and accessible budget breakdowns for students to analyze. 
· Requiring time specifically for students to report at district board meetings. 







Student Perspectives

Students, as the direct recipients of the benefits of education should have the opportunity to provide valuable perspectives on what they learn and how they are taught. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Adding two non-voting student positions on the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Material Commission of the State Board of Education.
· Collaborating with the California Department of Education and the California Teachers Association and students to create a standardized process for students to provide feedback to teachers.
· Continuing pursuit of Race to the Top (RTTT) funding. 
· Adopting an RTTT Legislation Reversal Bill so that RTTT legislation may be automatically rescinded should California not receive RTTT funding for said programs.
· Creating openings for student members to be present in committee discussions on the interpretation and planning for further changes to student assessment methods.
·  Offering students alternative options to meet graduation requirements.
· Creating a database by which the state can access necessary pupil information and individual students can access their own information regarding classes and disciplinary actions taken.
· Permitting school districts to establish a committee of teachers and students for the purpose of providing student feedback to teachers. 
· Broadening the method of evaluating schools to include not only an emphasis on standardized testing scores, but also an emphasis on the school’s practices and, programs, and the results of these efforts.



CASC 2020

Students should be aware of and involved in the education reform process. There are four main goals to be reached. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Mandating the creation of curriculum for Leadership/ASB/Student Government classes that includes standards for leadership skills. 
· Permitting school districts to establish a committee of teachers and students for the purpose of providing student feedback to teachers. Information from this survey would be confidential and only released to the teacher in question.
· Allowing administrators to see averaged results by department, each department chair to see the averaged results of their respective departments. 
· Aligning the Student Evaluation of Teachers such that the program can be used to earn points towards Race to the Top Funding. 
· Requiring district school boards to respond to a student petition for a student board member within 30 days. 
· Publicizing any openings to the student board member position, within 30 days of it becoming open.





Student Health

Health and wellness is a vitally important factor for a student’s academic success. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Promoting student health through improved health curriculum guidelines and healthier food options. 
· Initiating legislation that studies the current state of bathrooms in schools across a representative pool of schools.
· Creating monetary penalties for schools that do not comply with the Coordinated Compliance Review Inspections (CCRI).
· Requiring that all updated bathroom cleanliness codes be posted in all school bathrooms and include information on how to report substandard conditions.
· Creating a point system that would evaluate conditions in California school bathrooms and then release the information to the public via Internet, media, or other means.
· Requiring schools to have a fulltime nurse. 
· Endorsing a statewide Student Bill of Rights. 
· Promoting interactive programs for students in schools about the consequences of drugs, alcohol, and sex for students in schools.
· Mandating monthly meetings between students and their counselors to ensure student mental health. 
· Implementing salad bar programs. 
· Hiring health inspectors to monitor each schools adherence to health standards for food preparation and cleanliness. 
· Enforcing cleanliness standards for bathrooms, cafeterias, and classrooms through routine checks by administrators. 
· Creating an oversight committee to evaluate the effectiveness of the different methods by which students can receive health credits.
· Requiring schools to post allergen information on food sold at schools for students to see regarding food products.
· Requiring licensed registered nurses to be available during school hours at all school hours. 

Drug and Alcohol Prevention/Intervention

Drug and alcohol use is negatively affecting many schools in California. Preventing students from ever getting started on drugs or alcohol and intervening before students are more deeply immersed in substance abuse are important actions needed to eliminate this problem. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Mandating a standardized, tiered system of punishment for students caught using or possessing drugs and/or alcohol on campus.
· Creating a network of experienced adult volunteer mentors to be assigned to students once they reach a certain level in the punishment structure. 
· Expanding existing target groups for state-funded afterschool programs to include high school students.
· Encouraging the use of existing drug and alcohol prevention programs such as MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving), DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) and other private entities involved in youth drug and alcohol prevention.
· Continuing to fund existing government drug and alcohol prevention and intervention programs such as the California Highway Patrol’s Every 15 minutes. 












Environmentalism 

Students have the unique opportunity to head up environmentally friendly programs in their schools. In this way students will positively influence the rest of society. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Implementing a statewide program, like the successful World of Difference program to strengthen student-teacher relationships, increase peer-to-peer understanding, and build open communication between students and administrators. This program will include teacher bias prevention programs and seminars on student empathy.
· Promoting in high schools peer mentorship program, like Link Crew, for integrating 9th graders into the high school community and environment. 
· Incorporating environmental curriculum into science and health classes. 
· Providing information about the benefits of purchasing biodegradable or recyclable materials and offering incentives to do so.
· Encouraging schools to follow the green building standards established by the Collaborative for High Performing Schools.
· Beautifying school campuses through the addition of low-maintenance, native plant life.












Academic Support/Course Requirements

Course requirements determine whether students can take the classes they want. Academic support is necessary to enable students to do their best. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Implementing the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS)
· Implementing new peer-mentoring programs and the continuing existing peer-mentoring programs in Elementary Schools, Middle Schools, and High Schools.
· Allotting credit for the completion of school-sponsored extracurricular activities and courses in the categories of Sports and Visual and Performing Arts.



















English Language Learners

California is a diverse state and has a multitude of students whose first language is not English and who need to be accommodated. In order to learn effectively, these students need language support. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								


· Creating a network of support systems outside the classroom for English Language Learners (ELL). This network would include bilingual peer tutors, bilingual counseling staff, and an ELL Resolution Council. This council would be made up of administrators, district personnel, teachers, parents, and students.
· Mandating that under the ELAP (English Language Acquisition Program), bilingual counselors are available to all schools.


















Teacher Quality

Quality teachers help students to learn more effectively. Teachers are huge factors in determining the quality of student’s education. Therefore,


CASC Supports:								

· Creating a statewide committee to recruit quality teachers. This should include all stakeholders of California’s Public School System.
· Adopting a goal of having no teachers on emergency credentials in California classrooms.
· Establishing more extensive programs and resources to help teachers understand and utilize California’s curriculum standards so that they can effectively teach the standards in the classroom.
· Modifying current staff development programs to include in-year training workshops for teachers at underperforming schools, designed to assist them in motivating and interacting with students in schools. 
· Implementing an evaluation of teacher quality through the distribution of questionnaire surveys filled out by students, the assessment by an unbiased third party spectator, and then the examination of students’ academic performance and standardized test scores.
· Providing opportunities for student input regarding instructional methodology training.
· Mandating that teachers whose students do not show improvement take professional development workshops.
· Requiring that as part of the teacher credentialing process, teachers must observe five other teachers who have been teaching for at least five years, each for a period of at least one month. Teachers must observe teachers from at least two different schools.



College Preparedness
With an increasing number of students aiming towards higher education, students need better preparation for college. Therefore,
CASC Supports:
· Establishing the University of California/California State University “A-G” requirements as high school graduation requirements.
· Aligning middle school curriculum to prepare students for “A-G” courses in high school.
· Establishing the Community College Early Assessment Pilot Program, which will inform high school students about their readiness for college-level math and English. 












Student Safety

For students today, safety is a major issue as they face bullying in its many different forms. An emotionally and physically safe environment is necessary for students to learn to the best of their ability. Therefore,

CASC Supports:								

· Identifying and studying the effectiveness of programs designed to create a violence free environment on school campuses. 
· Making it’s findings available to all schools in the state so that effective programs can be replicated and implemented.
· Holding non-violence workshops on campuses designed to educate students about their rights and how to stand up to bullies.
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